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reading-books used for decades in the schools, even in the top
classes—books which consisted solely of brief extracts, and
which discouraged continuous attention to anything in parti-
cular. But besides this kind of production, there is the maga-
zine containing chiefly short stories and sketches. In this class
of work England and America vie with each other, and in the
matter of lavish illustration America led the way. It is, there-
fore, not inapt to quote again our American professor on the
subject of the cheap magazine. "Those who want humorous
sketches," says he, "will find them here, some written by
humorists, and some by authors who mistake themselves for
humorists. For those who are interested in sports there is
fiction of a curiously constant type, in which some young
rustic, at the crisis of the game, achieves play of such startling
brilliance that the feats of the most famous cricketers sink into
insignificance. Or if one wants a purple love story, he may find
it here—a tale in which you will find the girl with delicately
pencilled brows, quizzical eyes, and curiously sympathetic
mouth; with her complement, the young hero, who is invariably
equipped with a very firm jaw, and who is as brave as a lion,
as lithe as a panther, as cool as a cucumber, and as handsome
as a tailor's advertisement. .. . But it would be a gross injus-
tice to imply that no people carry their reading beyond the
popular weeklies. There are large numbers who add to these
the works of..." let us say, Guy Boothby and Ethel Dell.
This is a somewhat depressing picture, and one is glad to be
able to add that there must be another and a brighter one.
Otherwise, how could it happen, for example, that publishers
have been willing to invest large amounts of capital in the pro-
duction of cheap reprints of great authors? That also must be
to some extent a result of the operation of successive Elemen-
tary Education Acts, though to how great an extent it is
extremely difficult to say. Anyhow, the writer quoted above is
so far right that it would seem a doubtful boon to confer on a
child, merely the ability to read, with no training in the use to

